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What would youssay-ifilic

offer this to

e Adopt More Leadership Roles

Become More Engaged in Math and Science
Improved Self-Esteem
Quieter Environment/Reducing Distractions

Improved social-emotional development



offer this t

e More opportunities for movement throughout
the day

e Better social development
e Targeted reading support

e An environment conducive to a boy’s learning



Intended Resul

e Eliminate or decrease the achievement
gap between males and females

e Eliminate or decrease the achievement
gap between all sub groups

e |[ncrease the use of brain based
research practices in the classrooms



Embracing and recog
differences exist betw
boys learn...

e One 2™ Grade All-Girl Classroom
e One 2" Grade All-Boy Classroom
e QOne 3" Grade All-Girl Classroom

e One 3 Grade All-Boy Classroom




Woodward Avenue El
Deland Florida- A Ge

4t Grade Reading and Mathematics

Boys and girls in gender based classrooms =

M 10% points higher in Reading

M 20% points higher than traditional classrooms

#* 4t grade boys in the gender based classroom
outperformed all other sub groups!!!



Quotes we heardifrom chils
In gender ¢ |

“Sometimes we like to take our shoes off when we
read and If there were boys we couldn’t because
they have stinky feet.”

“Girls tattle tale on us too much.”

“Boys throw milk cartons at us and we always
have to wait for them.”

“Sometimes girls are distracting because they are
cute.”



Foster Devglopmel

"We believe the stereotypes that boys
can be self-reliant, that boys don't cry," "And
the fact is, all young children -- boys or girls
-- and all adolescents do need a lot of
support and a lot of nurturing from their
parents and their teachers and the whole

= 11
commun |ty Mrs. Laura Bush, First Lady of the United States,
National Public Radio, Feb. 2006
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e A provision in the No Child Left Behind
Act, that allows Gender Based schools
and classrooms.

e | egal Challenges settled in 2006
regarding conflict with Title IX.



Timeline

March 2006 Presentation to Faculty Meeting
Interested parties must submit email of interest by March 10, 2006
Focus Group (teachers and parents)

April 2006 Letters will be sent home to Second and Third grade parent explaining our
proposed project for the following year (2006-2007)

An informative parent night will be held at school
A visit to Deland, Florida to observe a gender based school
Selected teachers will meet to discuss timeline

May 2006 The four selected teachers will participate in training and book studies
best practices related to gender based classrooms.

Classrooms will be made based upon parent/teacher recommendations

July 2006 Order necessary material (classroom libraries, materials, equipment)
August 2006 Assistance in setting up the classrooms
-May 2007 Implementation of proposed project

Evaluation of Kaplan Assessments (all cycles)

Weekly vertical Professional Learning Community meetings
Continuation of Book Study

FCAT analysis



Timeline

August 2006

September 2006
December 2006
January 2007
April 2007

May 2007
System

June/July 2007

August 2007

Implementation of Gender Classrooms

Formed Partnerships with the University of South Florida, Department of
Psychology

First Cycle of assessments from USF
Second Cycle of assessments from USF
First Parent Night Meeting

Third Cycle of assessments from USF

Review Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test and Pinellas County Assessment
results

Include First and Fourth grade into the gender project
Present Gender Project to Reading First Conference in Orlando

Begin implementation of new grade levels



Results of thesoroiect tt
¢|'

Improved academic achievement on Pinellas
County Assessments

Professional Learning Communities have made
us aware of gender differences and strategies to
increase achievement

Reduced Discipline

(over a 50% decrease in 3" grade discipline
referrals compared to last year)

Increased awareness about gender differences
In our community (St. Pete Times, Channel 10
news, Baynews 9, Univision and PDS-TV)
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Closing

- The “Learning Connection” has really exceeded our
expectations. We have discovered many new and
Innovative teaching strategies.

- Even though it is too early to have solid achievement
results we are pleased about the indirect results of
discipline and affective attitudes.

- The sense of community and understanding from the
rest of the staff with regards to the Gender Project.
Many teachers have joined our Gender PLC to learn
about gender specific strategies to help their students.



Questions and Comments?
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